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WHO WILL 


NEW DAY -- GREATER OP 


The most significant feature of the New Day in Missions is the fact that indigenous 
churches now exist in most lands. The missionaries now have consecrated and willing 
partners in six of our eight fields where there are organized national churches. Of course 
these churches are still lacking in numerical strength, experience, adequately trained lead- 
ers and material resources. In Korea, for example, not more than 5% of the people are 
church members. More than half of the churches are without ordained ministers. 
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The New Day in Missions means new and greater opportunities. It follows that more 
new missionaries are needed to take advantage of these opportunities. If mother churches 
like our own can send highly qualified missionaries to forge ahead in pioneer evangelism, 
to educate and train national leaders and to render services which the nationals can- 
not yet themselves perform then we can expect even greater victories. The greatest day 
in the winning of the world for Jesus Christ lies in the future if we can provide an ade- 


quate missionary force. 


If we take advantage of our opportunity now we might live to see Christianity the 
dominant religion in some of the so-called “heathen lands.” It is possible for the Gospel 
to be preached in every village in these lands—if we send enough missionaries now. 


“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us? Then said I; Send me.” Isaiah 6:8 
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“First Pure—Then Peaceable” 


“For the wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” 

James 3:17 


At a recent meeting of the World Council 
of Churches in Sydney, Australia, called to plan 
a Christian strategy for Southeast Asia, Yale’s 
Dean Liston Pope is quoted as saying: “Divided 
and rent asunder in its own life, the church 
itself speaks in broken accents and sometimes 
to add to the confusion of tongues. The nations 
cf the world might understandably reply to the 
church's plea for international unity and peace: 
‘Physician, heal thyself’ ”’. 


There are shameful divisions in the church. 
There are men and organizations which seem 
to glory in causing strife and division in the 
name of orthodoxy. There are Christians who 
magnify the importance of certain interpreta- 
tions and modes of worship until apparently 
they become more important than Christian 
truth and fellowship itself. 


But despite the loudness of their voices one 
could hardly claim that they represent the Chris- 
tian church, nor, as a rule, is the unbelieving 
world aware of either their vagaries or of their 
presence within the church itself. 


However, the church is “divided and _ rent 
asunder,” but not in the way, or on the terms 
Dr. Pope would indicate. Forgetting that noisy 
and unloving fringe that makes up for its lack 
of numbers by a continued prating against any 
and all who disagree with them, let us look at 
the church as a whole. Straight across denom- 
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inational divisions there exists a Christian fel- 
lowship and brotherhood which unites all be- 
lievers. But, across these same denominational 
lines is to be found another fellowship, a fel- 
lowship of those who have watered down the 
content of the Christian message itself and who 
compensate for their lack of doctrinal convic- 
tion by a corresponding vehemence with refer- 
ence to the policy and mission of the church 
in the world. It is here that there is serious 
division in the church. 


Is it the mission of the church to plead with 
an unbelieving world for “international peace 
and justice’’ on any basis other than reconcilia- 
tion in and through Christ? 


Can the church so plead without at the same 
time sacrificing moral and spiritual principles 
which are a vital part of her message? How 
can the church urge free nations to cooperate 
with Communistic nations without the gravest 
moral duplicity? 


No, the church has a message and a mission 
to the world but it must be the message of per- 
sonal redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“International unity and peace,” if real, must 
be predicated on and subordinate to moral and 
spiritual values and these come first, the result 
of God’s redemptive work in individual lives. 


We do not question that the church exercises 


an influence as such on the world. But, that 
influence must be one of moral and spiritual 
integrity and not of compromise. 


Denominational differences are not the “‘scan- 
dal of Christianity,” as often affirmed. Where 
such a scandal exists it is to be found in the 
substitution of a compromised Christian faith 
for that taught and envisioned in the Scriptures. 


That denominational divergencies are not a 
real scandal can be determined by any reader. 
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Let him think of his own community. Is there 
not a true Christian bond between Presbyterians 
and Methodists and Baptists and Episcopalians, 
etc., etc., etc.? These various groups minister 
to peoples of differing temperaments, educa- 
tional, social and economic backgrounds. In so 
far as they preach, teach and live the Christ 
of the Scriptures they are all one in Him and 
in one another. It is not denominations which 
divide - it is deviations from the basic Christian 
faith which divide. 


All of which leads to the second question: 
why this continued harping on the divisions of 
the church? From reading the pronouncements 
of this liberal leadership it is clear that elimina- 
tion of denominational barriers, or, a complete 
unification of ecclesiastical power so that church 
leaders may act for and speak for the church 
as a whole is the desired end. Shades of the 
Reformation! It was from such centralization of 
ecclesiastical power, and its resulting corruption, 
that the Reformation and Protestantism came. 


But, we are told that a “united voice” is now 
necessary in the revolutionary age in which we 
live. Would God we could have a united voice 
for the gospel of Jesus Christ in all of its sim- 
plicity and all of its transforming and redeem- 
ing power! ! ! But, evangelical Christians can- 
not accept the leadership, or the voice, of those 
who themselves hold views so widely at variance 
with those of historic Christianity. 


It is right here that the church is “divided 
and rent asunder.” The church must have a 
world-wide vision, but, it must also have a vital 
message. he Holy Spirit can revive and give 
both the vision and the message to all who will 
receive it. 


Only the Holy Spirit can heal the breach. 
—L.N.B. 


The Pope’s Privilege 


Attention was recently called to a picture in 
the Calixtus Catacombs showing a Minister 
standing behind a Table to administer the 
Lord’s Supper. It was also mentioned that the 
priest guiding our party stated this was the 
general custom until 272 when Bishop Felix 
of Rome ordered that the Eucharist be admin- 
istered only on altars built over the bones of 
martyrs. According to this rule, the general 
custom in Roman Catholic Churches is for the 


altar to be made like a flat tombstone and to 
have under it parts of the bones of martyrs, ‘for 
it to be affixed to the East wall, and for the 
Minister to officiate facing the altar, that is, 
facing East with his back to the congregation. 


The Pope has reserved for himself, however, 
the privilege of following, at least to this ex- 
tent, the custom of the ancient Church. In 
the large churches in Rome we noticed that 
the High Altar is not at the East wall, but in 
the transept. It is not affixed to a wall, but 
faces the congregation. The Minister at this 
high altar, then, faces the West, that is, he faces 
the congregation when he administers the 
Eucharist. Now these high altars in_ the 
basilicas are capped papal altars, because only 
the Pope himself or a Cardinal particularly 
commissioned by the Pope to act for him can 
say mass at these altars. As the Pope then ad- 
ministers the Mass at the High Altar of St. 
John Lateran or Santa Maria Maggiori or St. 
Peter’s he adheres, at least in this aspect, to 
the ancient custom. He stands behind the altar, 
as the Minister in the ancient catacombs stands 
behind a table; and he faces not the East wall, 
but the West and the congregation. 


Shall we obey the rule of the Pontifex Maxi- 
mus, or shall we exercise the privilege which 
the Pope reserves for himself? We have bold- 
ness to enter into the Holiest of All by the new 
and living way which Christ has opened for 
us by the sacrifice of Himself in our stead. As 
we come through Him and look to Him alone 
as King in Zion, we do not have to obey the 
rule of Bishop Felix of Rome, nor of his Papal 
successors. Our Great High Priest, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, gives us full access to the Father. 
Christ gives us all the privileges which the Pope 
reserves for himself. Accordingly, we properly 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper with the Minister 
sitting and standing behind the Table of the 
Lord and facing the congregation. 


Indeed, in the St. Columbia Presbyterian 
Church of Cambridge the elders sit with their 
Pastor behind the Table and rise in due time 
to serve him and the congregation with the 
communion of the Lord’s Body and of His 
Blood. In the primitive form of the basilicas, 
the bishop’s chair was in the centre of the 
apse against the East wall and the seats of the 
presbyters arched out from his on either side, 
also against the East wall. Accordingly, our 
English Presbyterian cousins are following an- 
cient custom at Cambridge. —W.C.R. 
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The Burden of Proof 


It is not necessary for the evangelical to de- 
fend his faith. He simply states it and he 
bases the reasons for that faith on the integrity 
and authority of the Scriptures, the history of 
the Christian Church, his own personal experi- 
ence with the living and transforming Christ, 
and on the unassailable fact that where, under 
the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit, 
the Gospel is preached it is now, as always, the 
power of God unto salvation to all who believe. 


On the other hand, the burden of proof for 
his deviations from a Bible-centered and Christ- 
honoring faith rests squarely on the liberal. ‘This 
fact has too often been overlooked, and, when 
the liberal states his rejection of this or that 
doctrine, or declares it “‘unessential,’’ the evan- 
gelical has too often run for cover or become 
contentious, abusive and unloving. 


Let us take a look at theological liberalism. 
First of all, it is not “liberal” but, as a rule, 
just about as intolerant of the evangelical faith 
and those who hold it as the intolerant can 
ever be. 


Also, liberalism is “liberal” with that with 
which it has no right to be liberal. One has 
a perfect right to be liberal with one’s own 
possessions. But, such a privilege is not ours 
with those things which belong to others. Lib- 
eralism is “liberal’’ with God’s revelation, deny- 
ing its truth and often its relevancy, and this 
is being done to the loss of all concerned. 


What is the basis of liberalism? ‘There are 
many aspects but it can be condensed, usually, 
into a denial or a restriction on the supernatural 
and the miraculous. Upon this one basic as- 
sumption (or denial), the whole framework of 
liberalistic theology is built. There is a tre- 
mendous structure, an inverted pyramid, but 
it rests on the flimsy foundation of philosophi- 
cal reasoning, human interpretation and faulty 
deductions. 


To prove this point we find liberalism guilty 
of the hocus-pocus of slavish conformity to and 
cross-quotations from its own literature. The 
more this is done the more “assured” becomes 
such scholarship, until we are blandly told that 
“almost all true scholarship now holds these 
views.” This sounds rather overwhelming until 
we discover that its basic tenet is that human 
reason is more reliable than divine revelation. 
That only a few years are required to change 
the “assured findings’ of one generation to 
equally “assured,” but different, conclusions of 
another, does not seem to disturb the liberal; 
he blithely goes on his way being sure of one 
thing only - the Bible cannot be taken at its 
face value and we must continue our efforts 
to change its obvious meaning and its clear af- 
firmations to fit our own concept of what God 
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is like and what we think He has done and 
should do. 


It is high time that the evangelical Christian 
calls a few shots himself. He must do this in 
humility, and with genuine Christian love. But, 
when confronted with the blatant denials of 
liberalistic theology he should quietly ask for 
the proof on which these denials are based. 
Quotations from “authorities” should not be 
accepted. Ask where these ‘authorities’ have 
their proof. When carried back far enough we 
inevitably come to the basic denial of, or re- 
strictions on, the supernatural and the miracu- 
lous. When this is discovered and admitted - 
and it has to be - we come to the place where 
we are to decide whether we accept the results 
of human reasoning, or the revelation which we 
have from God in His Holy Word. Here the 
burden of proof rests with the one doing the 
denying and a little self-examination may leave 
the liberal just a little less “assured” than he 
was before, for, he has to decide whether he 
will believe God or man. 


The writer is convinced that many liberals are 
sincere Christians and they honestly want to 


have an assured faith and the spiritual power 


which comes from such a faith. But, they have 
been the victims of the teaching they have re- 
ceived, teaching which has presented unbelief 
as “scholarship” and which they were not pre- 
pared to question or cope with. Or, they have 
been the victims of reading the copious liberal 
theological literature which pours into their 
libraries, the very persuasiveness of which leaves 
them with the feeling that all of this array of 
writers must be right and the historic evangeli- 
cal faith outmoded. 


We believe there is an answer for every claim 
of the liberal theologian. But, we also believe 
there is a place where human reason must give 
way to a simple child-like faith, a place where 
we cry out: “Lord, I believe, help Thou my 
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unbelief’! If this is a blind and unreasoning 
faith, then make the most of it. Is it not better 
to blindly accept and follow God than to, with 
open eyes, reject His Word? 


In any case, we believe that the time has come 
when the liberal theologian should be chal- 
lenged with the suggestion that the burden of 
proof for his digressions rests squarely on him. 
To quote others who join in a like unbelief 
is no answer. The basis of decision must ulti- 
mately come to this: God’s revelation in His 
Holy Word is as follows: Your denial is as 
follows: Whom shall I believe? 


Paul gives us the answer in Romans 3:4 - - 

“Let God be true, but every man a liar; as 
it is written, That thou mightest be justified 
in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when 
thou art judged.” —L.N.B. 


Religious Liberty 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Once in a blue moon the left wing Christian 
Century, mtrabile dictu, publishes a good article. 
In the issue of February 8, 1956, there is a 
discussion of the new Egyptian constitution. The 
terms of the constitution are important for the 
Christian missions that operate in Egypt. It 
contains an article which guarantees or at least 
promises “freedom of worship” to all religions. 


Inasmuch as even Russia has a constitution 
that makes a pretense of guaranteeing freedom 
of religion, one may well ask, as the Christian 
Century does in this excellent article, what is 
the precise significance of “freedom of worship’”’? 
To quote, “Does freedom of worship mean free- 
dom for worship assembly (or is only private 
worship permitted)? Does it mean freedom to 
teach and catechize in a religion other than 
Islam? Does it mean freedom to convert Mo- 
hammedans to another faith?” And the article 
concludes, “Unless freedom of worship includes 
all this, it is an empty claim at best.” 


But it would appear that whenever the Chris- 


tian Century publishes a good article, it con- 


tradicts its established policies. For in the same 
issue, on pages 166-168, there is a vitriolic arti- 
cle attacking the Lutherans who wish to exer- 
cise their religious liberty right here in the 
United States. In fact, there have been several 
articles recently attacking the Lutherans. 


As is now well known, a Lutheran synod has 
tried a minister on charges of heresy. It was 
proved to the satisfaction of the court that 
this man did not believe in the resurrection 
of Christ, the inspiration of the Bible, the Vir- 
gin Birth, and intercessory prayer. And even 
the Christian Century gives no hint that the 
charges were false; it centers its attack on the 
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fact that the Lutherans do not want such an 
unbeliever in their pulpits. 


But do we not have freedom of religion in 
this land? Does not a church have the right 
to decide what it shall stand for? Is it not 
legitimate for a church to set up standards and 
then, having set them, uphold them? Indeed, 
can a fair minded man have any respect for 
a church that does not uphold its own standards? 
If we do not want Communists in the civil gov- 
ernment, why should we condone heretics in 
the church? Why is it that loyalty and honesty, 
so highly commended in other organizations, 
should be denounced when they appear in the 
church? Why should the church alone make 
infidelity a virtue? 


Billy Graham and. 
Prime Minister Nehru 


By George Burnham 


Delhi, India — Prime Minister Nehru of 
India, who has described himself as Hindu by birth, 
Moslem by culture and Christian by ethics, seemed 
a bit preoccupied at the end of his 30 minute talk 


with Billy Graham. 


Nehru had been holding a lot of conferences 
on world affairs and had talked with a lot of 
important foreigners. He might have been thinking 
about any number of world-shaking problems. 


But he warmed up and was very gracious as 
he talked with the most listened-to evangelist in 
history. The Prime Minister displayed an amaz- 
ing knowledge of the Bible. 


He was impressed by the story of the Good 
Samaritan but feels that Christian nations have too 
often treated India as the priest and the Levite 
treated the victim. His antagonism, if any, is 
toward the behavior of Christian nations and not 
Christianity itself. 


Nehru, son of a wealthy lawyer, spent 14 years 
in jail in his fight for Indian freedom and he has 
been portrayed as a strong negotiator for world 
peace. It was on this point that he did a little 
listening to the young preacher. 


Billy told him that the world respected him as 
a man of peace. But he added, “Peace conferences 
are no stronger than human nature and human 
nature is diseased. Despite all his culture man 
continues to lie and steal and fight. In over 3,000 
years of history there have been only 300 years of 
peace. Why? It is because man has rejected God’s 
offer of peace through faith in His Son, Jesus 
Christ.” 


Billy added: “Christ can transform human na- 
ture. He transformed mine, and I have seen Him 
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change the lives of thousands ot others around 
the world.” Billy gave Nehru his own testimony 
on the decision he made for Christ as a youth of 
16. “Before this decision to live for Christ I 
didn’t care anything about God, the Bible or 
people. I was filled with intolerance, but the 
simple act changed my nature. I began to worship 
God and I loved people no matter what color their 
skin might be.” 


“Peace will come,” he said, ‘““when people turn 


by faith to Christ.”’ 


Nehru didn’t say yea nor nay along these lines 
but Billy said later, “I had a very strong 1m- 
pression that he was pro-Christian.” 


India has taken restive measures against mis- 
sionary activity but it is believed this objection is 
to foreign activity and not Christian activity. India 
wants people to come who will do something about 
providing its millions with homes, food, hospitals 
and schools. Protestant churches here have com- 
plete freedom in all their work. 


A vast majority of India’s 10,000,000 Protestants 
are concentrated in the south. In the capital city 


of Delhi there are only about 10,000. 


Crowds for Billy’s meetings in Delhi have been 
smaller, averaging around 7,000. But there has 
been a greater percentage of decisions than any- 
where. Over 600 walked forward at each service. 
Many leaders of the government were present. 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, minister for health and 
close friend of Nehru, presided at the opening 
service. Sitting on the platform were five ambas- 
sadors and two queens. 


People came from as far away as 1,200 miles. 
A missionary group of 500 were living in a tent 
city in order to attend. 


Billy delivered a simple Gospel message and 
gave an invitation. People crowded to the front. 
The chairman of Graham’s Dehli committee left 
his place on the platform and stood with the 
converts. He went to Billy after the meeting and 
said: “I didn’t know what the people might think 
if the chairman of the committee admitted his life 
wasn't right. But I didn’t have peace in my soul 
and I had to take my place before the platform. 
Now I have peace.”’ | 
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ANGLERS 


(From New Testament Evangelism, 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 127—F acts 3 AND 4 


We are dealing with imperative facts which 
every Christian is bound to see. 


Fact No. 3—The World’s Sore Need. 


Of course, John 3:16 is the most startling 
measure of the world’s need of salvation. Look- 
ing at the situation through God’s eyes as ex- 
pressed by what He did to meet it, we get a 
view of the lost world’s tragic need which is 
beyond description. The need was so great that 
it was necessary for Jesus to die! That is ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. Is the world’s need 
any less today than it was when Jesus was cruci- 
fied? Sixty to seventy generations have passed 
across the stage since our Lord made it possible 
for the world to be saved; yet there are more 
lost souls peopling the earth today than ever 
before in the world’s history. Each of those 
generations, knowing the Truth, has stood upon 
the mountain peak of the highest privilege pos- 
sible to mortals, yet failed to evangelize the 
world in its time. This generation is not respon- 
sible for their failure. But it would be respon- 
sible for its own failure - and doubtless with 
greater culpability than any preceding genera- 
tion. The world’s sore need is more uniformly 
distributed and more accessible to Christ’s fol- 
lowers everywhere now than ever before. Not 
a city, nor a town, nor village, nor hamlet, nor 
rural district but what has some of the world’s 
sore spiritual need right at its door. Moreover, 
facilities for transportation have many times 
more than doubled in the last two decades, 
bringing into neighbor-nearness vast new areas. 


The world’s sore need is thrust in our faces 
every day, on the front page of our newspaper, 
in its widespread lawlessness—violation of the 
laws of God and of state—in the divorce courts, 
in the increase of juvenile crime, in Sabbath 
desecration, in the thousands who daily go down 
to death through self destruction and wanton 
recklessness of life. Even a pagan or an infidel 
will admit that the world’s plight is very, very 
sore. If there is a remedy, surely the world’s 
need constitutes a clarion call for every soul 
with a heart who knows the Remedy, to hear 
and respond. 


Fact No. 4—The Church Is Not Meeting the 
IWorld’s Need. 


It is far from the purpose of this writer to 
make an indictment against the Church. The 
Church, with all its human defects is still the 
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Bride of the Lamb, to be honored and cherished 
and reverenced with holy awe. Besides, what- 
ever may be faulty about the Church is purely 
human, (impurely human we might say). The 
Church, in her organization, with the Holy 
Scriptures as her only rule of faith and practice, 
and Christ at the center of all things, is fully 
equal to the task. But she is water-logged with 
an inconsistent membership. It is a rare local 
church that can claim 25% of its members are 
active and working. Many churches would be 
unable to muster 10°, of their members upon 
a consistent program of Christian living. ‘Thou- 
sands of churches would fail in a test of rally- 
ing a half dozen personal workers for Christ, 
who would make a real effort to win an indi- 
vidual soul. The wonder is that the Church 
is making any progress at all; that it does not 
become a laughing stock to the world and cease 
to exist for the lack of support. Any purely 
human enterprise so handicapped, though backed 
by millions of capital, would soon languish and 
die. The only explanation is that the Church 
is not a human but a divine institution. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is her head; He shed His 
life blood for her, and she shall ultimately tri- 
umph; even the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her. 


The Church holds the all-sufficient Remedy 
lor the world’s sore need. ‘That Remedy is Jesus. 
Through human weakness and human incon- 
sistency she has failed thus far to apply the 
Remedy. It need not continue to be so if the 
avowed followers of Jesus will go forth with Him 
to the task. This would seem to be an irresistible 
— and it only remains now for Fact 
No. 5 (to follow) to show that every Christian 
can to it. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, February 26, Romans 5:1-11. What 
words in vv.6,8,10 describe your condition be- 
fore you found Christ? We should never lose 
sight of the wonder of the glorious truth of 
vv.6,8,11. Would you be willing to die for some- 
one else (v.7)? List the benefits that come to 
you from Christ’s death (vv.1-2,5,9-11). How 
do vv.9-10 explain what it means to have peace 
with God (v.1)? Does it mean that all your 
sins are forgiven (I John 1:7b)? What assur- 
ance does v.5 give of the certainty of the hope 
the Christian has (v.2b)? Do you have the as- 
surance of v. 5 within you that you have been 
eternally saved by Jesus Christ? 


Monday, February 27, Acts 4:32-37. In_ to- 
day’s study we will try to see how Barnabas lived 
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up to the name that was given him (v.36). What 
quality did he show, along with the other early 
Christians, following Pentecost  (vv.32-37) ? 
What difficulty did Paul have among the Chris- 
tian group in Jerusalem following his conver- 
sion (9:26)? What quality do you see in Barna- 
bas in the following verse (9:27)? Soon the 
Gospel was being received by a new group - the 
Gentiles (11:19-21). Notice who the church 
sent to investigate (11:22). What characteristic 
does v.23 reveal in Barnabas? Does 11:24 seem 
appropriate in the light of his actions thus far? 
After the first missionary journey, Paul and 
Barnabas had a disagreement over Mark, who 
had previously deserted them (15:36-39). How 
does Barnabas’ willingness to try Mark again 
(11:37-38) further validate the name given him 
in 4:36? What do you find in the life of Barna- 
bas that is helpful to you in your own Christian 
life? 

Tuesday, February 28, Deuteronomy 15:7-11. 
Of what commandments of Christ does this 
passage remind you? What should be the spirit 
of the giving (v.10) ? Every seven years all slaves 
and debtors were to be released from their 
slavery and bondage (vv.1-2,12-14). What pos- 
sible excuse might this practice offer to some- 
one unwilling to give help (v.9)? What is 
the reason for the command given in these 
verses (v.lla)? What is the aim of these com- 
mandments (v.4a)? What is promised to the 
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giver (v.10b)? How do the ethical precepts 
of these verses rank with those of the New 
‘Testament? What is the attitude of your heart 
(v.7b) when you see someone in need? How 


do the practices of the life you live in Christ 


measure up to the standards of this Old Testa- 
ment passage? 


Wednesday, February 29, Isaiah 40:27-31. Be- 
fore considering these verses, read the whole 
chapter at one sitting. What verses stand out? 
Which ones do you recall from Handel’s “Mes- 
siah”? What is the general tone of the chapter? 
Are verses 27-31 in keeping with this general 
tone? How did Israel feel about her relation 
to the Lord (v.27)? Have you ever felt this 
way? What facts are listed about the Lord in 
Isaiah‘s answer (vv.28-31)? How do the facts 
given about Him in v.28 stand in contrast to 
the nature of man? Could the human feelings 
mentioned in vv.29-30 be the feelings behind the 
cry of despair in v.27)? Notice the difference 
the Lord can make in a life (cf. vv.30-31). What 
is the secret (v.31)? Are you willing to spend 
30 minutes or more or however long it may 
take in prayer daily simply “waiting” on the 
Lord for power and strength? 

Thursday, March 1, Luke 4:16-21. Jesus was 
preaching in his home town (v.16). How did 
he regard the passage that he read from Isaiah 
(v.21)? Does the passage in Isaiah (vv.17-19) 
seem to specifically refer to Jesus’ ministry? How 
do the listeners react (v.22)? Notice also Mark 
6:2-6. What were they hoping Jesus would do 
(v.23) ? The point of vv.25-27 is that Zarephath 
(v.26) and Naaman (v.27), who are singled 
out as examples of faith, were Gentiles and not 
Jews. The Jews could not conceive of anyone 
besides Jews finding favor with God (vv.28-30) . 
What do vv.25-27 imply concerning the extent 
of the faith that existed in Nazareth (Matthew 
13:58) ? Would you have had the courage to be 
as forthright as was Christ before His kinsmen? 
Does your dependence upon your membershi 
in a Christian group or your familiarity wit 
the Christian heritage keep you from a personal 
faith in Christ? 


Friday, March 2, Romans 8:24-25. There is 
much more to our salvation than what we 
now experience (vv.24-25). What is the hope 
that is spoken of in these verses (v.23)? What 
words in v.23 show how important this hope was 
to Paul? With what emotions do you anticipate 
the experiences you will have following the death 
of your physical body? By “hope’’ Paul does 
not mean an uncertain wish or vague dream, 
but a sure conviction, a patient “waiting for’ 
good things to come (v.25). How can the Chris- 
tian hope hold us steady in times of trial (v.18) ? 
What does Jesus say in Luke 6:20-26 about men 
whose hopes are limited to the contentments 
of this life? Compare Luke 6:20-23 with 24-26. 
In what ways ought a fervent hope for the glory 
of the future life change your daily routines? 
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Saturday, March 3, Colossians 1:9-14. The 
Colossians have received the Gospel (vv.5b-7) 
and are growing in faith and love (vv.3-4,8) . 
This brings thanksgiving to the heart of Paul 
(v.3). List the prayer requests of vv.9-12. What 
does the use of the words “be filled,” “every,” 
and the repetition of the word “all” imply as 
to the nature of the prayer Paul makes for 
them (vv.9-10)? For what qualities in their 
lives does Paul pray in these verses? According 
to vv.12 and 22 what is the uppermost aim of 
Christian growth? Who is it that initiates the 
growth (vv.12-14)? Who is it that enables us 
to continue to grow in the faith (v.11)? Do 
you tend to be satisfied with your present 
spiritual state, or is your life characterized by 
an eager pressing on to the heights of Christian 
experience God has for you? Memorize v.10 as 
your aim in the Christian life. 
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The Sabbath--- 


Man’s Day 


By Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 
Rowland, N. C. 


In Ez. 20:12 God says, “I gave them (the 
Children of Israel) my sabbaths.” That's a very 
remarkable statement. You would expect God 
to say, “I have taken away from them my sab- 
baths.” ‘That’s what he did, didn’t He? He took 
the Sabbath day for himself; he fenced it off 
from the rest of the week; he made it different; 
on Mount Sinai he declared in thunder tones 
“The seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God.” 


That’s all true. But after having claimed it 
for himself, and fenced it off, and made it dif- 
ferent, God gave the sabbath back to man as 
the very best day of the week. That is what 
Jesus was thinking of when he said, ‘““The Sab- 
bath was made for man.” God wasn’t thinking 
selfishly of himself, when he made the Sabbath 
different, and claimed it as his own. I wonder 
if we sometimes think that God was hard and 
harsh in demanding one seventh of our time 
and requiring us to spend the Sabbath as a 
day of rest and worship. Hard and harsh? Why 
God did that because that is the very sort of 
day man needs most. And God’s Sabbath, 
fenced about and made different, and given back 
to man will prove to be the best day of the week 
to him, worth more than all the rest put to- 
gether. The Sabbath is God’s good gift to man, 
and man needs it desperately. 


(a) He needs it in his individual life. If 
Jesus had lived in this day and time instead 
of 1900 years ago, he might have said, “The 
Sabbath was made for man especially for 20th 
Century man.” ‘Today we need a Sabbath of 


rest and worship, perhaps as mankind has 


never needed it before. 


We live in a fast age. The world is moving 
rapidly and we have to move rapidly to keep 
up with it. One hundred years ago it required 
four or tive months to cross the continent from 
east to west. The other day a man flew across 
it in less than 12 hours. Columbus needed four 
long months to travel from Europe to America. 
Recently a man took breakfast in London, flew 
to New York for lunch, and then hurried back 
to London for dinner. During the last half 
century while there has been a decrease in the 
number of deaths of infants and young people 
in this country, there has been an increase in 
the number of deaths of middle aged people. 
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And this increase is largely due to the high 


~ tensions of our modern life. 


There is certainly some connection between 
the hurry of American life and the extremely 
large number of mental cases in our hospitals; 
one out of every three hospital beds is occupied 
by mental patients. There are other statistics 
that we might profitably consider. In 1900 out 
of every 100,000 people in the United States 
147 died of heart disease; in 1940 the number 
rose to 302, and in 1950 to 355. Evidently we 
are living too fast. We should slow down. What 
rushing America needs more than anything else 
today is a Sabbath of quiet rest. But we also 
need the Sabbath not only as a rest day but as 
a worship day. 


Many of us find time every day to read our 
Bible and pray and worship. But others would 
really have difficulty in finding time. A tenant 
on a farm in the busy season leaves home for 
work before 7 o’clock, and works at least till 6. 
After he has had supper it’s almost bed time. 
For such a man there is not much opportunity 
for worship from Monday till Saturday. And 
vet that man has a spiritual nature, capable of 
knowing God and enjoying God, a spiritual 
nature that needs developing. What a boon 
the Sabbath is to that man, a day set apart for 
rest and worship, especially worship. 


No wonder Jesus said, “The Sabbath was 
made for man.” And when we use it for other 
purposes, when we work in it or play in it we 
have robbed OURSELVES. 


(b) But man also needs the Sabbath of rest 
and worship in his family life. The rush of 
modern life, which has been so hafd on the 
physical, mental and spiritual life of the indi- 
vidual, has also demoralized our family life. We 
sometimes speak of the family circle. There 
used to be such a thing. But as someone has 
said, ““The steering wheel of the automobile has 
become the family circle.” We all know the 
difference between centripetal force and cen- 
trifugal force. Centripetal force tends to pull 
everything toward the center; centrifugal force 
tends to drive them from the center. It used 
to be that the forces working on the family were 
centripetal, tending to pull all the members of 
the family to the home, as a common center. 
One hundred years ago there were few public 
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giver (v.10b)? How do the ethical precepts 
of these verses rank with those of the New 


Testament? What is the attitude of your heart _ 


(v.7b) when you see someone in need? How 
do the practices of the life you live in Christ 
measure up to the standards of this Old Testa- 
ment passage? 


Wednesday, February 29, Isaiah 40:27-31. 
fore considering these verses, 
chapter at one sitting. What verses stand out? 
Which ones do you recall from Handel’s “Mes- 
siah”? What is the general tone of the chapter? 
Are verses 27-31 in keeping with this general 
tone? How did Israel feel about her relation 
to the Lord (v.27)? Have you ever felt this 
way? What facts are listed about the Lord in 
Isaiah‘s answer (vv.28-31)? How do the facts 
given about Him in v.28 stand in contrast to 
the nature of man? Could the human feelings 
mentioned in vv.29-30 be the feelings behind the 
cry of despair in v.27)? Notice the difference 
the Lord can make in a life (cf. vv.30-31). What 
is the secret (v.31)? Are you willing to spend 
30 minutes or more or however long it may 
take in prayer daily simply “waiting” on the 
Lord for power and strength? 

Thursday, March 1, Luke 4:16-21. Jesus was 
preaching in his home town (v.16). How did 
he regard the passage that he read from Isaiah 
(v.21)? Does the passage in Isaiah (vv.17-19) 
seem to specifically refer to Jesus’ ministry? How 
do the listeners react (v.22)? Notice also Mark 
6:2-6. What were they hoping Jesus would do 
(v.23)? The point of vv.25-27 is that Zarephath 
(v.26) and Naaman (v.27), who are singled 
out as examples of faith, were Gentiles and not 
Jews. The Jews could not conceive of anyone 
besides Jews finding favor with God (vv.28-30) . 
What do vv.25-27 imply concerning the extent 
of the faith that existed in Nazareth (Matthew 
13:58) ? Would you have had the courage to be 
as forthright as was Christ before His kinsmen? 
Does your dependence upon your membership 
in a Christian group or your familiarity with 
the Christian heritage keep you from a personal 
faith in Christ? 


Friday, March 2, Romans 8:24-25. There is 
much more to our salvation than what we 
now experience (vv.24-25). What is the hope 
that is spoken of in these verses (v.23)? What 
-words in v.23 show how important this hope was 
to Paul? With what emotions do you anticipate 
the experiences you will have following the death 
of your physical body? By “hope’’ Paul does 
not mean an uncertain wish or vague dream, 
but a sure conviction, a patient “waiting for” 
good things to come (v.25). How can the Chris- 
tian hope hold us steady in times of trial (v.18) ? 
What does Jesus say in Luke 6:20-26 about men 
whose hopes are limited to the contentments 
of this life? Compare Luke 6:20-23 with 24-26. 
In what ways ought a fervent hope for the glory 
of the future life change your daily routines? 


Be- 
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Saturday, March 3, Colossians 1:9-14. The 
Colossians have received the Gospel (vv.5b-7) 
and are growing in faith and love (vv.3-4,8). 
This brings thanksgiving to the heart of Paul 
(v.3). List the prayer requests of vv.9-12. What 
does the use of the words “be filled,” “every,” 
and the repetition of the word “all” imply as 
to the nature of the prayer Paul makes for 
them (vv.9-10)? For what qualities in their 
lives does Paul pray in these verses? According 
to vv.12 and 22 what is the uppermost aim of 
Christian growth? Who is it that initiates the 
growth (vv.12-14)? Who is it that enables us 
to continue to grow in the faith (v.11)? Do 
you tend to be satisfied with your present 
spiritual state, or is your life characterized by 
an eager pressing on to the heights of Christian 
experience God has for you? Memorize v.10 as 
your aim in the Christian life. 
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The Sabbath--- 


Man’s Day 


By Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 
Rowland, N. C. 


In Ez. 20:12 God says, “I gave them (the 
Children of Israel) my sabbaths.” That’s a very 
remarkable statement. You would expect God 
to say, “I have taken away from them my sab- 
baths.” That’s what he did, didn’t He? He took 
the Sabbath day for himself; he fenced it off 
from the rest of the week; he made it different; 
on Mount Sinai he declared in thunder tones 
“The seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God.” 


That’s all true. But after having claimed it 
for himself, and fenced it off, and made it dif- 
ferent, God gave the sabbath back to man as 
the very best day of the week. That is what 
Jesus was thinking of when he said, ‘The Sab- 
bath was made for man.” God wasn’t thinking 
selfishly of himself, when he made the Sabbath 
different, and claimed it as his own. I wonder 
if we sometimes think that God was hard and 
harsh in demanding one seventh of our time 


- and requiring us to spend the Sabbath as a 


day of rest and worship. Hard and harsh? Why 
God did that because that is the very sort of 
day man needs most. And God’s Sabbath, 
fenced about and made different, and given back 
to man will prove to be the best day of the week 
to him, worth more than all the rest put to- 
gether. The Sabbath is God’s good gift to man, 
and man needs it desperately. 


(a) He needs it in his individual life. If 
Jesus had lived in this day and time instead 
of 1900 years ago, he might have said, “The 
Sabbath was made for man especially for 20th 
Century man.” ‘Today we need a Sabbath of 
rest and worship, perhaps as mankind has 
never needed it before. 


We live in a fast age. The world is moving 
rapidly and we have to move rapidly to keep 
up with it. One hundred years ago it required 
four or tive months to cross the continent from 
east to west. The other day a man flew across 
it in less than 12 hours. Columbus needed four 
long months to travel from Europe to America. 
Recently a man took breakfast in London, flew 
to New York for lunch, and then hurried back 
to London for dinner. During the last half 
century while there has been a decrease in the 
number of deaths of infants and young people 
in this country, there has been an increase in 
the number of deaths of middle aged people. 
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And this increase is largely due to the high 
tensions of our modern life. 


There is certainly some connection between 
the hurry of American life and the extremely 
large number of mental cases in our hospitals; 
one out of every three hospital beds is occupied 
by mental patients. There are other statistics 
that we might profitably consider. In 1900 out 
of every 100,000 people in the United States 
147 died of heart disease; in 1940 the number 
rose to 302, and in 1950 to 355. Evidently we 
are living too fast. We should slow down. What 
rushing America needs more than anything else 
today is a Sabbath of quiet rest. But we also 
need the Sabbath not only as a rest day but as 
«i worship day. 


Many of us find time every day to read our 
Bible and pray and worship. But others would 
really have difficulty in finding time. A tenant 
on a farm in the busy season leaves home for 
work before 7 o’clock, and works at least till 6. 
After he has had supper it’s almost bed time. 
For such a man there is not much opportunity 
lor worship from Monday till Saturday. And 
vet that man has a spiritual nature, capable of 
knowing God and enjoying God, a spiritual 
nature that needs developing. What a boon 
the Sabbath is to that man, a day set apart for 
rest and worship, especially worship. 


No wonder Jesus said, “The Sabbath was 
made for man.” And when we use it for other 
purposes, when we work in it or play in it we 
have robbed OURSELVES. 


(b) But man also needs the Sabbath of rest 
and worship in his family life. The rush of 
modern life, which has been so hard on the 
physical, mental and spiritual life of the indi- 
vidual, has also demoralized our family life. We 
sometimes speak of the family circle. There 
used to be such a thing. But as someone has 
said, ‘““The steering wheel of the automobile has 
become the family circle.” We all know the 
difference between centripetal force and cen- 
trifugal force. Centripetal force tends to pull 
everything toward the center; centrifugal force 
tends to drive them from the center. It used 
to be that the forces working on the family were 
centripetal, tending to pull all the members of 
the family to the home, as a common center. 
One hundred years ago there were few public 
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schools; the children were largely educated in 
the home. Parents and children alike found 
most of their duties around the home. They 
had few interests that took them away. Cen- 
tripetal force was pulling everything toward the 
home as a center. 


But now the father leaves home early and 
comes home late. The mother has many social 
duties and pleasures that take her away from 
home many hours a day. School work and other 
activities draw the children away from home a 
great part of the day. The forces working in 
the home are now centrifugal forces. The rush 
of the 20th century has certainly demoralized 
the home life of America. 

Some time ago there was a very striking car- 
toon in the Sunday School Times. It pictured 
a house built upon the top of a cliff. The 
house was labeled “The Christian Home.” 
Around the base of the cliff a mighty stream 
was raging, eating into the bank. The name 
of the river was ‘“‘the mad swirl of worldliness.” 
In the picture a part of the cliff was in the 
very act of sliding into the river while a man 
in front of the house was looking down in great 
anxiety. The question stood out in big letters, 
‘How long can it survive?”” In my opinion there 
is only one thing that will enable the Christian 
home to survive very long. That is the old 
fashioned Christian Sabbath. “I have given 
them my Sabbaths.” The Sabbath is God’s 
choicest gift to Christian parents. It is the forti- 
fication which He has built around the home 
that it may be kept safe from the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. Here we have one ay in 
the week when the whole family can be together, 
and will be together, if the Sabbath is properly 
observed. And when Christian parents take this 
day and spend it in visiting, picnicking, and idle 
pleasures they are robbing themselves of the 
best instrument that God has given them to make 
their home a Christian home and their children 
the children of God. 


(c) Man also needs the Sabbath of rest and 
worship in his national life. We are justly 
proud of our republican form of government. 
Our forefathers dreamed of a government “of 
the people, for the people, and by the people.” 
And here upon the soil of a new continent they 
built such a government. For a little over a 
century and a half this republic has been grow- 
ing and expanding until today it is one of the 
great powers of the world. 


But compared with other nations it’s still 
young, and our republican form of government 
is still in the experimental stage. Will it survive? 
I suppose there is no doubt but that of all 
forms of government, a republic is the most 
difficult to maintain. Someone Kas said, ‘‘Mon- 
archies can live by honor; republics only by 
virtue.” I believe this is true. A republic rests 
entirely upon the virtues of its citizens; and 
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when that virtue is destroyed, the republic 
crashes. 

George Washington, wise statesman that he 
was, never said a wiser thing than this: “Of all 
the dispositions and habits that lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality indis. 
pensable supports. And let us with caution in- 
dulge the supposition that morality can be main. 
tained without religion. Reason and experience 
both forbid us to expect that national morality 
can prevail in exclusion of religious principles.” 
George Washington rightly believed that the 
prosperity of the nation depends on the morality 
of its citizens, and that the morality of the citi- 
zens depends on the reality of their religion. He 
might have gone one step farther and said that 
the reality of their religion depends in large 
measure upon the proper observance of the 
Sabbath. 


Let’s put it this way: When the citizens of | 


this country desecrate the Sabbath, religion 
loses its hold on them; when religion loses its 
hold on them, they become immoral; when they 
become immoral our democratic institutions are 
doomed. 

Gladstone, Queen Victoria’s great Prime Min- 
ister said, “I go to church because I love Eng- 
land,” and Justice McLean, formerly of the 
U. S. Supreme Court said, “Where there is no 
Christian Sabbath, there is no Christian moral- 
ity; and without this our free institutions can- 
not long be maintained.” 

‘The Sabbath was made for man.” The Sab- 
bath, a day of rest and worship, is indeed one 
of God’s best gifts to us Americans. Our dem- 
ocracy rests upon it as upon a foundation. And 
when you desecrate the Sabbath day you are 
robbing yourself of that which is your most 
precious heritage as a citizen, YOU ARE ROB.- 
BING YOURSELF. 


J. RR. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus haces The City 


Background Scripture: Luke 19:28 - 20:47 


Devotional Reading: Revelation 21:22 - 22:5 


The “city” is almost a synonym for “sin”. Cities have always been the “sore-spots” of the world. 
There is plenty of sin, of course, in the country, but in large cities where there are millions of people, 
sin flourishes to a larger degree and is carried on in a bigger and organized way, just as an epidemic 
of some dread disease. The city furnishes the “hot-bed” for sin germs to grow. 


One of the first things that the descendants 
of Noah did after the Flood was to find a place 
in the land of Shinar, make brick and mix 
mortar and say, Go to, let us build a city and 
a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven. So 
they built the Tower of Babel. God was dis- 
pleased and confused their tongues and scattered 
them about upon the face of the earth. 


From that day to the present time cities have 
been associated with vice, corruption, and crimes 
of all sorts. We have only to mention a few of 
the notorious cities of the world to show this 
fact: Sodom, Gomorrah, Nineveh, Babylon, not 
to go any further with the list, or include any 
of our modern cities. This last city of Babylon 
is a symbol of all that is bad. The prophets 
spoke of its wickedness and doom, and in Reve- 
lation 17 and 18 we have a vivid description of 
its terrible corruption and final destruction: 
“Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother of 
harlots and Abominations of the earth”. Even 
the ‘Holy City, Jerusalem” was often defiled by 
sin, and we will see later in our lesson the doom 
pronounced upon it. 

Our Devotional Reading is a part of the de- 
scription of the “heavenly Jerusalem’ which 
will one day come down from God. I wish to 


include verse 2 of this chapter, (21), because 
] 


the description starts here. The most costly and 
beautiful precious stones, and gold, are used to 
describe the city of God. How beautiful heaven 
must be! This picture, it seems to me, is one 
of a series of pictures which we find in the 
Bible, of the earth, the new earth, as it will 
one day be when God dwells with His people 
down here. We have other glimpses in_ the 
prophets and elsewhere in the Scriptures, but 
here the picture is filled in with many wonder- 
ful details. This Holy City, New Jerusalem, 
is made beautiful by the absence of all sin and 
pain and tears, and the presence of God and of 
the Lamb: “And I saw no temple therein: for 
the Lerd God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
temple of it.” These chapters are usually taken 
as a description of heaven, but notice how the 
account begins: “And I John saw the holy city, 
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new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven,” and just before this, “And I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth.” This earth will 
be a wonderful ‘Paradise Regained” when this 
picture is fulfilled! ‘The “city,” which is usually 
full of sin, has become the “City of God.” 


I. Entering the City: 19:28-40: ‘The Triumphal 
Entry. 


We have often studied this portion of Scrip- 
ture. In it we see Jesus at the height of His 
popularity and triumph. Cities like to “put on 
parades” and thus honor their heroes. Several 
of our cities put on mammoth parades to honor 
General MacArthur when he came back from 
Korea. Jesus’ time of popularity was rapidly 
drawing to a close, for His enemies were plot- 
ting against Him. This Triumphal Entry was 
displeasing and disturbing to them. 


As He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany 
He sent two of His disciples to get a colt upon 
which to ride into the city. This was most 
unusual for Him. He always walked, except 
when crossing the sea of Galilee, when He used 
a fishing boat. The disciples bring the colt 
and the enthusiastic multitudes cut down 
branches of palny trees and spread their clothes 
in the way as they shouted, Blessed be the King 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; peace in 
heaven and glory in the highest. It reminds us 
of the angels as they announced His birth. The 
Pharisees tried to throw a damper on the whole 
thing and called upon Him to rebuke His 
disciples. He answered by saying, I tell you that, 
if these should hold their peace, the stones 
would immediately cry out. Nothing was going 
to stop this one hour of His triumph. It is 
symbolical of the time when “every knee shall 
bow and every tongue confess that He is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 


II. Weeping Over the City: 41-44 and 45,46. 


There were two reasons for His tears: (1) 
The wickedness of the city, and (2) the terrible 
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judgment that was to come upon it. To get 
the full picture turn to Luke 21:20 and to Mat- 
thew 23:37-39, and Luke 13:34,35. 
had killed the prophets and stoned God’s mes- 
sengers, and now it was on the verge of crucify- 
ing the Messiah. Jesus tells of the complete 
destruction which was to come. His words were 
fulfilled some forty years after this when Titus 
and the Roman army came and demolished the 
city and crucified thousands of its citizens. When 
the Jewish leaders cried out at His trial, His 
blood be on us and on our children, they did 
not realize what terrible times were coming. 


In the parallel passages we hear Jesus say: 
“How often would I . . . and ye would not.” 
There is a most solemn lesson for us in these 
words. They were true of Israel over and over 
again; in the days of the judges, the kings, and 
the prophets. —They have proved equally true in 
the history of the Church, and of individual 
Christians. How often would God .. . and we 
would not! God wants willing hearts and lives, 
dedicated to His service; not forced labor. He 
warns; He promises; He invites; He even pleads 
with us; but He leaves the decision with us. 
The Church has failed to take advantage of 
golden opportunities many times. Perhaps a 
thousand missionaries sent to Japan when the 
door was open might have saved our country 
from the war which cost us a thousand times 
as much, not to speak of the men we lost. This 
is true of us as individuals. How much we have 
missed because we have been unwilling to let 
God have His way, and carry out His will in 
our lives! How often He would have blessed 
us, and we were not ready to receive the blessing! 
How often He would have enriched us, and we 
refused His offer! How often He would have 
used us in His service, but we said, No! Oh 
that each of us would pray - and mean it - 
Make me to know and to do thy will, O God! 


I wonder if Christ does not weep over many 
of our cities today! In His grief there would 
be the same two reasons: The wickedness of 
the city, and the punishment that is sure to 
come. He cleansed the temple again, as He had 
done in the early days of His ministry. (see 
John 2:14,15). The Temple is the centre of 
the city’s religious life, and had become a “den 
of thieves.” It is easy for a city church to 
become like the church at Laodicea, rich, self- 
satisfied, and lukewarm. A church in the coun- 
try can become just as bad, but the temptations 
are greater in the city. 


III. Yeaching in the City: Questions and 


Answers: 19:47 - 20:47. 


This twentieth chapter has been called, The 
Day of Questions. His reception in the city 
had been a mixed one. The chief priests and 
scribes and other religious leaders sought to 
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Jerusalem 


unto 


destroy Him, while all the people were very 
attentive to hear Him. 


‘These envious and angry leaders “came upon 
him” with the first question: ‘Tell us, by what 
authority doest thou these things,” or who is 
he that gave thee this authority? See how wisely 
the Great Teacher, who knew their hearts, an- 
swered them. He simply asked them a question: 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or 
of men? This was a question which they were 
unwilling to answer, for either way they an- 
swered, it would “show them up.” So_ they 
evaded an answer. In both cases the answer 
was simple, for the evidence was ov erwhelming. 
Both John and Jesus had all the “authority” 
of heaven behind them. 


There follows a very “pointed parable’; so 
plain in its meaning that even their dull minds 
could not fail to see “that he had spoken this 
parable against them.” This is the Parable of 
the Vineyard. It gives a clear picture of their 
attitude towards Jesus, and their treatment of 
Him. They watched Him now, bent upon find- 
ing some means by which they could accus 
Him to the governor. This explains the two 
following “‘catch questions.” 


‘Take the first one: “Is it lawful to give tribute 
Caesar, or not’? He saw their “crafti- 
ness” and answered with His usual wisdom: 
Render unto Caesar the things of Caesar, and 
unto God, the things of God. It is here that 
we get a good “proof-text” for our doctrine 
of complete separation of Church and State. 


The second of these catch questions 1s put 
by the Sadducees, the Modernists and skeptics 
of that day, who denied that there is any resur- 
rection. They submit a most unlikely case, and 
then ask, In the resurrection, whose wife shall 
she be? Jesus not only answered them, but 
went on to show the certainty of the resurrec- 
tion. 


This put an end to their questions, and Jesus 
proceeds to ask them a question which they could 
not answer. The chapter closes with a solemn 
warning to beware of the scribes and their 


hypocrisy. So Jesus “faces the city,’ and so He 
would face every city of our time. 
A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

panto edition. A monumental work that h 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. in every detail. Now in 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 4 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Does Our Fellowship Worship God? 


Hymn: “O Worship The King”’ 
Prayer 


Offering 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdon, Lord” 


PROGRAM LEADERS 

We are beginning a unit of four programs deal- 
ing with worship. Almost every discussion of youth 
work eventually comes to the question of how to 
make worship more meaningful. We _ recognize 
the need for worship in our meetings and programs, 
but so often what we intend to be real worship 
becomes little more than opening or closing “exer- 
cises’. We are aware that there must be more 
than the mere mechanical motions of singing, pray- 
ing, and Bible reading if we are really to worship 
God. Every time we come together we go through 
the motions of worship, but do we actually worship 
the Lord? If we are not worshipping in a worthy 
way, perhaps this unit of programs will help us to 
see why and how we are failing and will show 
us ways to make our worship more meaningful. 


What is worship? It is, first of all, being aware 
of God. There is no problem of having to locate 
God. He is always and everywhere present. (Read 
Psalm 139:7-12) ‘The problem is that we are so 
often unaware of His presence. The second part 
of worship is the response which we make when 
we are aware of the presence of God. The nature 
of God is such that a person cannot be unresponsive 
once he becomes aware of God’s presence. The 
voung man Isaiah once had a glorious vision of 
the Lord, and he made an appropriate response 
immediately. This was a real worship experience. 


(Read Isaiah 6:1-8.) 


Three of our members will now lead us in a 
discussion of the three most important elements 
in our worship as a fellowship. 


First SPEAKER: 

We never have a devotional service without the 
reading of the Bible. This is as it should be. The 
reading of the Scripture is very important to true 
worship. In order to worship we need to be made 
aware of the presence of the Lord. The reading 
of the Bible can give us this awareness because it 
is God’s word, and through it God speaks to us 
of Himself. Does the reading of the Bible here in 
the fellowship meetings always make us aware of 
God’s presence? Does the way the Bible is read 
have anything to do with worshipfulness? What 
about the way we listen? What can we do to 
make the reading of the Bible more meaningful 
and more worshipful in our meetings? (Allow 
time for answers to and discussion of each ques- 


FEBRUARY 22. 1956 


tion. Raise any other questions you can think of 
concerning the use of the Bible in your worship.) 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Probably most of us have the idea that prayer 
is more essential to worship than anything else. 
Prayer is the most direct and most personal way 
of making response to God once we become aware 
of Him. It is practically impossible to conceive 
of worship without prayer, but do we always wor- 
ship when we pray? If we repeat a prayer which 
we have memorized without thinking of what we 
are saying, or of Him to Whom we are speaking, 
is it worship? Must not prayer be perfectly sin- 
cere? What are the different kinds of prayers we 
use in our worship here in the fellowship (sentence 
prayers, unison prayers, directed prayers, responsive 
prayers, having some individual lead, etc.) ? Which 
seems most worshipful and why? What can we 
do to make our praying more worshipful? (Allow 
time for questions to be answered and for discussion 
of worship and prayer. ) 

‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Another important element in our worship is 
music. Music always played a part in the worship 
of the Bible. We feel that a service without music 
is rather barren. What can we expect music to 
accomplish as part of our worship? Should it make 
us more aware of God’s presence? How? Can 
we make a proper response to the Lord through 
music? Was this not what was meant in Biblical 
times by “singing praises unto the Lord”, and other 
such expressions? How can our music be made 
more worshipful through careful planning? 
Through listening in the right way? ‘Through 
singing enthusiastically and thoughtfully? (Allow 
time for discussion of music and worship. Direct 
questions to individuals will stimulate discussion. ) 
PROGRAM LEADER: 

With this discussion fresh in our minds let us 
join in a simple service of worship. 


Scripture—John 4:7-24 
Hymn: “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My 
Heart” 
Prayer 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern As- 
sociation College and Secondary Schools En- 
dowed. Christian emphasis. A.A. and A.S. 
degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. 
Personal attention. Scientific tests. Athletics. 
Two-year business course. Preparatory depart- 
ment with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. Mod- 
erate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Women’s Work 


YOUR GREATEST NEED 


Let’s do a little inventory thinking: is your need 
for new curtains for the living room? a second car 
for family use? college tuition for a son or daugh- 
ter? new physical health and strength? All of 
these are very important matters in our lives but 
none of these or others like them is our most im- 
portant need. 


The greatest need in your life is for God. 


You answer quickly with, “I believe in God. I 
go to Church. I am an officer in the Women of 
the Church. I even attend Sunday school.” 


That can all be true in part or totally true and 
yet there is still a vacuum in your life until you 
find time to know God as a close, understanding, 
intimate friend. Your religion has to be more 
and mean more than membership in a club. 


We are spiritual beings living in this fast moving 
materialistic world and many of us are allowing 
our souls to become stunted and dwarfed because 
we have failed to feed them and exercise them. 
We spend more time grocery shopping, preparing 
and eating meals than we do in worship, Bible 
study, prayer or Christian service. Too many 
Marthas and not enough Marys! 


Whether we recognize this heart hunger or not 
as immortal souls we must have some time each 
day when we are alone with God. This should 
not be just a hurried asking time but a time for 
companionship; a time when we really count our 
blessings and try to thank God for them; a time 
when we open up every part of our souls and allow 
Him in His love and mercy, and yet with His 
hatred of evil and littleness, to probe deep and 
show us our weaknesses. This must be a time 
when we confess our unkind thoughts, our hasty 
words and our failure to do all we could have 
done for Him in the past twenty-four hours. This 
must be a time, too, when we pray for others in- 
cluding our families and friends but also reaching 
out around the world to all people even including 
our enemies. How much the world needs inter- 
cessory prayer! 


God is the answer to all our needs, but each 
of us has to realize that for himself. This seeking 
God must be the crv of your soul, it must be of 
your own volition not forced but sincere. ‘‘As the 
heart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God.” 


And as we allow Him to really come into the 
deep places of our hearts He will in turn give 
us that inner poise and peace that helps us through 
the ups and downs of the day and that radiates 
joy to those about us. 


PAGE 14 


God’s power is as strong now as in the first 
century. It is we who have failed “to ask... to 
seek ... and to knock...” 


Satan will always be standing close by to in- 
terfere with your highest resolve. He will suggest 
that you go ahead with these many things that 
bid for your time and thought. There’s so much 
to do, so much to read, so many places to go, and 
such good TV programs. 


Read the series of articles in this column for 
the next several weeks for helps, props, and guid- 
ances in keeping this quiet time with God. There 
will be suggestions taken from the lives of Chris- 
tians across the ages; practical helps in the use of 
the Bible, the great hymns of the Church, and 
other devotional material; and instances from the 
life of Christ when He felt the need of fellow- 
ship with God. 


Your greatest job in life and your. greatest need 
in life is to grow a soul. God stands by waiting 
to help. 


—(Mrs. Herman) Ruth. W’. Womeldorf 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


The Use of the Bible in the Quiet Time 


This is the second in a series of articles designed 
to emphasize the importance of personal devotions 
in the life of every Christian. It is fitting that 
our first concern should be on the place of the 
Bible in the daily quiet hour. 


Admittedly, Bible reading is a MUST for every 
Christian. It is our rule of faith and _ practice, 
and no one has ever searched out all of the riches 
of the Word of God. Many Christians will testify 
that it is through Bible reading that God has 
spoken most often to them. Because He speaks 
to individuals with varying circumstances it is ob- 
vious that the same method of reading or of ap- 
proach cannot be used by all. There are, however, 
certain considerations applicable to all. 


The first of these is our approach to the Book 
itself. For daily devotions in a quiet time apart, 
we approach the Bible not so much to gain knowl- 
edge but rather to be encouraged and fed spiritually. 
The whole realm of how to study the Bible is 
- absorbing subject which cannot be treated fully 

ere. 


In the second place it is important to remember 
that in Bible reading we have the promised guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit. This is a gift of God, 
free to all, and is the means through which God’s 
message from His Word reaches down into our 
hearts and becomes clear in its meaning and in 
its application to our own lives and situations. 


“Be still, and know that I am God .. .” is the 
call to the quiet hour, to the time spent apart, 
alone with God. It is the appointment WITH 
God, to speak with Him and, more important, to 
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listen to His voice. And so, we turn to our Bible 
and we open it perhaps to the greatest collection 


of devotional passages the world has even known, - 


the Book of Psalms. This is the book which more 
than any other single book in the Bible speaks 
clearly and unmistakably to men of every con- 
dition. Or perhaps we turn to the Gospel stories 
and read of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. 
Some would choose to turn to chapters which have 
become favorites and especially meaningful. 


No matter where we turn, it seems to me that 
there are three directions given in the Bible which 
should be our plan of approach. We would do 
well to think on these. 


The Psalmist said, ‘““Thy Word is a lamp unto 
my feet, a light unto my path.” The light surely 
comes to those who seek God’s will through the 
reading of His Word. ‘The promise is here for 
light for our next step, for strength for the im- 
mediate task. Let us resolve each day to read until 
God’s directions become clear. 


Again the Psalmist writes, “Thy Word have I 
hid in my heart...” A suggested plan for our 
quiet hour should include committing to memory 
passages or verses whose meaning has been a vital 
experience. The heart thereby becomes a veritable 
store-house of strength — strength to uphold us 
when sorrows, trials, disappointments and tragedies 
come to test our faith. This is time well spent, and 
promises rich rewards. 


Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures ...” Here, 
he tells us, we will find testimony, make it a real 
and vital part of your living philosophy; find and 
hold firmly to the proof of God’s plan for His 
own; recognize God as the center of all of life, 
and come through this knowledge to the realization 
that eternal life is ours—here and now. 


Such are God’s directions, and rich and full and 
abiding are His rewards. 


—(Mrs. Graves H.) Leila B. Thompson 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 


Getting Myself Ready for Public Worship 
Public worship can be a good time to you: 


Providing you get up in time to get ready without 
having a heart attack. 

Providing you use your Christian judgment in how 
you spend Saturday night. 

Providing you have at least a small yearning for 
fellowship with God’s people. 

Providing you have a sense of need to hear the 
Gospel of healing for you and for yours. 

Providing you can forget your worries long enough 
to lean on the Lord a little. 

Providing you can forgive your neighbor so his 
face will not stand between you and God. 

Providing you bring enough money to be sure your 
share of the labor of the Gospel isn’t being 
carried by some widow, with a mite. 

——Selected 
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One Minute Messages on Stewardship 


Mrs. S. H. Askew says, “The secret chamber 
of stewardship is one and the same as the secret 
place of prayer, where you enter into His Presence, 
whose steward you are, and ask Him to direct ALL 
your ways of acknowledging Him.” 


Prayer will result in enlarged giving: giving 
will release new power in prayer. 


“Can you really pray, “Thy kingdom come,’ un- 
less you are willing for God to use you and your 
gifts, fully, to make it come?” 


Does He come first in your check book? It 
isn’t how much you give—but how much you 
keep for yourself. As you spend—ask yourself— 
Is this necessary for my efficiency as a Christian? 


Will you make this your prayer? 


“In the light of God’s Word, I now pray that 
I may so truly abide in Him as to become a faith- 
ful steward of all He gives to me until I can say, 
with David Livingstone—I will place no value 
upon anything I am or possess except in its relation 


to the Kingdom of God.’ ” 


The Meaning of Prayer 


A breath of prayer in the morning 
Means a day of blessing sure— 

A breath of prayer in the evening 
Means a night of rest secure. 


A breath of prayer in our weakness 
Means the clasp of a mighty Hand— 

A breath of prayer when we’re lonely 
Means Someone to understand. 


A breath of prayer in rejoicing 
Gives joy and added delight 

For they that remember God’s goodness 
Go singing far into the night. 


‘There’s never a year nor a season 
‘That prayer may not bless every hour 
And never a soul need be helpless 
When linked with God’s infinite power. 
—Author Unknown 


Chicago, Il. — Miss Mary Ellen Jackson, 
director of Christian education at the First 
Presbyterian Church, Anderson, S. C., and 1953 
graduate of Assembly’s Training School at Rich- 
mond, has been named one of two winners of 
a national hymn-writing contest for people 
under 30. 


The Rev. Daniel B. Merrick, Jr., a Milwaukee 
pastor, was the other winner. 


The Hymn Society of America, in collabora- 
tion with the United Christian Youth Move- 
inent, for the celebration of Youth Week, Janu- 
ary 25-February 5, selected the compositions. 
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The two 1956 winners were chosen from hymns 
submitted from all over the nation. 


Miss Jackson, a native of Florence, S. C., is 
a graduate of Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 
S. C., where she served as president of the 


on the Mount, and faith in the belief that the 
Holy Bible is the inspired Word of God. 


“Reading the Holy Bible within the family circle 
is more important today than ever before. It draws 
the family together into a more closely knit unit. 


college’s Y. W. C. A. She taught English and It gives each member a faith to live by. | Hl 

Dramatic Art in Spartanburg, S. C., following boy I hil 
college graduation, and then went to the Train- Bible OR m 
ing School where she received the Master of 


ing with stories as we went along. It served to — 6 
make the bond of faith between us much stronger, | 
‘Then, there were those wonderful nights when my [| x, 
father would gather the family around him and | 
read aloud verses from the Bible. This led to | 
family discussions which were interesting, lively and 


Religious Education degree. She has written for 
Presbyterian publications and the International 
Journal of Religious Education. 

Miss Jackson’s hymn is as follows: 


COME FORTH, O CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


informative. “Those wonderful sessions left with N 

Tune: Diademata me an imprint of the power of faith and the power C 

SMD of prayer which has sustained me in trying mo- u 

Come forth, O Christian youth, ments throughout my entire life.” s 
A task before us lies; 
The world awaits the strength and zeal —J. Edgar Hoover, Director Ht 
Which useful heart supplies. Federal Bureau of Investigation el 
We seek to win mankind g 


To choose Christ’s nobler way, 
And usher in true brotherhood 
For every man today. | 


Stand firm, O Christian youth 
With trust.in God alone, 
That we may live our Christian faith 
And make Christ truly known. 
Be ours to show all men 
The path His feet have trod, 
To make all life a sacrament 
And holy unto God. 


Grow strong, O Christian youth, 
Be loyal, brave and true, 
And strive with courage for the right 
In what we say and do. 
Thus may our words and deeds 
Be worthy in God’s sight, 
And manifest to all mankind 
His way of truth and light. 


Give all, O Christian youth, 
And nought from Christ withold; | 
His Kingdom claims us for its own; 
His Spirit keeps us bold! 
As pilgrims in the world 
Yet followers of the Way, 
God make us faithful citizens 
Till His eternal day. Amen. 


An Open Letter of Testimony 
Dear Friend: 


“Inspiration has been the keynote of America’s 
phenomenal growth. Inspiration has been the back- 
bone of America’s greatness. Inspiration has been 
the difference between defeat and victory in Amer- 
ica’s wars. And this inspiration has come from 
faith in God, faith in the teachings of the Sermon 
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Church News 


Aliceville, Ala. — Miss Sara O’Kelley of 
Dumas, Miss., has been employed as director of 
Christian education for the Pickens County 
Larger Parish in Alabama. The parish is com- 
posed of six churches located at Carrollton, Re- 
form, Aliceville, Bethesda Church at Benevola, 
Mt. Olive near Gordo, and one at Pleasant 
Ridge. 


Miss O’Kelley is a graduate of Belhaven Col- 
lege at Jackson, Miss., and the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School in Richmond. She has been serving 
as director of Christian education at the Pilot 
Mountain Larger Parish in North Carolina. Her 
new headquarters will be in Aliceville. 


Birmingham, Ala. — Sixteen clerical and 
lay leaders of Birmingham Presbytery held a 
committee meeting at Birmingham’s First 
Church January 15, to discuss possibilities and 
plans for beginning new Presbyterian churches 
in this area. 


Elected to head the expansion campaign was 
George L. Bacon, elder at Woodlawn Presby- 
terian Church and Birmingham contractor and 
builder. Vice chairman named was E. W. Rob- 
inson, layman from Shades Valley Church. Dr. 
R. D. Bedinger, Executive Secretary of the Pres- 
bytery was selected as secretary of the group and 
L. C. Teague of South Highland Church, will 
serve as treasurer. 


Future plans of the committee will be an- 
nounced as they are decided upon in later weeks. 
Dr. Bedinger, in the initial meeting of the group, 
pointed out the need for new churches in Bir- 
mingham and explained that the city’s growth 
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is far outstripping the number of churches to 
take care of the new population. “About 8,000 
to 10,000 new people come into this area every 
year. We ought to have new churches for them,” 
said the Executive Secretary. 


At the present, Birmingham Presbytery is 
made up of 28 churches with an approximate 
membership of 10,000. It was noted that Bir- 
mingham’s metropolitan population is about 
610,000, making it apparent that the present 
number of churches is not large enough to ab- 
sorb the large and rapid influx of people. 


Birmingham, Ala. —The Rev. John W. 
McQueen, pastor of Woodlawn Presbyterian 
Church, was honored recently by his congrega- 
tion who held a party in his honor and pre- 
sented him a silver serving tray. The occasion 
marked Mr. McQueen’s 10th anniversary as 
minister of that church. Billups Somerville, an 
elder at the Woodlawn Church, presented the 
gift on behalf of the congregation. 


Since Mr. McQueen came to the church, the 
congregation. has increased about one-third and 
a $168,000 education building has been built. 
A new $6500 organ has also been installed. 


Birmingham, Ala. — The Rev. Donald R. 
Esty of the First Presbyterian Church, Clanton, 
Ala., was installed as pastor of First Church, 
Ensley, at ceremonies in that sanctuary February 


5. A reception honoring the new minister was — 


given by the Women of the Church prior to 
the installation service. 

The installation sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. David R. Park, pastor of Avondale Church. 
The charge was given by Dr. R.. D. Bedinger, 
executive secretary of Birmingham Presbytery, 
and constitutional questions were presented by 
the Rev. Glenn M. Willard, pastor of Vine 
Street Church. 

Layman E. B. Van Keuren spoke on “The 
Minister and His Work.” 


Stated Mid-Winter Meeting Holston Pres- 
bytery: Met at Newport Presbyterian Church, 
January 17, 1956. Rev. O. C. Brown was dis- 
missed to Abingdon Presbytery to take pastorate 
at Appalachia, Va.; Rev. R. A. Brown’s pastoral 
relation was dissolved at Windsor Avenue, Bris- 
tol, and Presbytery accorded him status of evan- 
gelist and he will continue to live in Bristol. 


The following Commissioners were elected to 
attend the next meeting of General Assembly: 

MINISTERS — Principals: J. G. Spurrier, 
Newport, Tenn.; Pitser Lyons III, RFD 3, 
Kingsport, Tenn.; ‘Tom Bucahanan, 1136 Wind- 
sor, Kingsport, Tenn.; Harrison Taylor, Jeffer- 
son City, Tenn. Alternates: Owen B. Gumm, 
Blountville, Tenn.; James B. Tubbs, 3225 
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Clover, Kingsport, Tenn.; Taft Franklin, Sur- 
geonsville, Tenn.; Bert Styles, RFD 5, Kingsport, 
‘Tenn. 

ELDERS — Principals: C. F. Callaway, John- 
son City Ist, Johnson City, Tenn.; Bob Gurley, 
King College Road, Bristol, Tenn.; W. C. Hale, 
Morristown, Tenn.; Paul Gray, RFD 1, Bristol, 
Tenn. Alternates: D. T. McCoy, 2300 Ala- 
manda Place, Kingsport, Tenn.; Ivan B. Stafford, 
Crossnore, N. C.; Fred W. Biddix, Spruce Pine, 
N. C.; James W. Zirkle, Andrew Johnson High- 
way, Jefferson City, ‘Tenn. 

Next meeting April 17, 1956, at Jefferson City, 
Tenn. Fall October meeting at First Church, 
Bristol, Tenn., as part of Centennial celebration. 


A Waldensian Guest, Dr. Achille Deodato, 
Moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy, 
will speak at Agnes Scott College’s chapel pro- 
gram Friday, 10:30 A. M. 

Dr. Deodato holds the highest office in Italian 
Protestantism, being president of the Federal 
Council of Evangelical Churches of Italy. When 
elected Moderator of his church in 1951, he was 
the youngest pastor ever chosen for this impor- 
tant position. 

This week, Dr. Deodato is a guest at Columbia 
Theological Seminary. He is visiting the United 
States, in the interests of the Waldensian 
Church for the second year. This is his first 
trip to Atlanta. 


Plain Dealing, La. — The Rev. William B. 
Krieg, Jr., who was hospitalized November 2 
for poliomyelitis, is now back in his own pulpit 
at First Presbyterian Church here and preach- 
ing each Sunday morning from a wheel chair. 
He is also able to walk with the aid of crutches. 
Mr. Krieg is also pastor of the Cottage Grove 
Church near Plain Dealing. 

After he was stricken, he was taken to the 
Polio Center at Shreveport for treatment. By 
mid-December, the doctors discharged him, but 
he remained at the hospital longer in order 
that he could conduct the Christmas candlelight 
service at the Polio Center. He led Sunday 
School and worship services during the latter 
part of his stay there. 

Mr. Krieg was able to conduct the candlelight 
service on Christmas Eve at his own church in 
Plain Dealing, where he is now serving again. 


The Presbytery of Louisiana met in Stated 
Session in Jennings, Louisiana on January 10, 
1956. The Rev. L. O. Elmore was elected Mod- 
erator and Judge John T. Hood, of Lake 
Charles, Moderator in nomination. All resident 
ministers except one were present and _ all 
Churches except four were represented. 

Excellent reports were read from our two 
Missionaries: the Rev. Harold Borchert of 
Japan and the Rev. F. R. Dinkins of Brazil. 
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The report of the Executive Secretary and the 
Committee on Statistics indicated a good year 
during 1955. Total membership of the Presby- 
tery is 8224, a net gain of 354. Sunday School 
enrollment is 6304, a net gain of 275. Total 
contributions to benevolences amount to $142,- 
$44, which is an increase of $23,689 over the 
preceding year. 


The Presbytery heard a report from the Lay- 


men’s Extension Committee of the greater 
Baton Rouge Area and of their plans for the 
establishment of another new Church. Last year, 
two new Churches were organized in the Pres- 
bytery. The Church Extension Committee also 
reported on survey work in the Fort Polk area. 


The following Commissioners were elected to 
represent the Presbytery at the next meeting of 
the General Assembly: Ministers: Parks W. Wil- 
son, I. O. Alexander, Frank Wallace. Ruling 
Elders: W. E. Harmon, D. T. Harrell, E. B. 
Christman. 

R. D. Earnest, Stated Clerk. 


Charlotte, N. C. — Nat C. White, nearly 
80, U. S. Commissioner and active Presbyterian 
layman, died here February 4 after a long ill- 
ness. He had been Commissioner in Charlotte 
since 1942. Prior to his appointment as com- 
missioner he served with the U. S. Postal Service 
for 17 years. 

Mir. White was one of the five charter mem- 
bers of St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church. He had 
been an elder for 50 years and a member of 
Plaza Church for the last five years. He was 
known to have often said, “Give me 15 min- 
utes’ notice and I'll climb into the pulpit and 
preach a sermon just as quick as you’re ready 
to listen.” At one time he was averaging three 
sermons a week in Charlotte churches. 


Winston-Salem, N.C. —- A new Negro church 
will soon be established here as part of the 
$2,000,000 program started two years ago by 
Southern Presbyterians for the development of 
Negro Work. 


Already, as a result of the Assembly-wide pro- 
gram, eighteen new Negro churches have been 


built and Negro membership has doubled from 


3,000 to nearly 6,000. S 


The new church, aimed to serve the Della- 
brook Community near Winston-Salem, will in- 
clude a sanctuary, educational building, and 
playground. 


Leaders of the Church Extension Committee 
of Winston-Salem Presbytery have already met 
with the Rev. Lawrence tsottoms, associate sec- 
retary of the denomination’s Negro Work Divi- 
sion, and the Rev. Percy L. Carter, who will be 
pastor of the church, and discussed plans for 
the new organization. | 
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Charlotte, N. C. — The Rev. Willie T. 
Taylor, pastor of newly organized South ‘Tryon 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, has received 
appointment as First Lieutenant in the Army 


Reserve’s Chaplains Branch. Lt. Taylor is the | 


only Negro chaplain from the Presbyterian 
Church. U. S. His assignment (not on active 
duty), was effective November 23, 1955. 


The new chaplain is a native of Belzoni, 
Mississippi, and received his education at A. & 
M. College in Alcorn, Miss., where he graduated 
in 1951 with the A. B. degree, and at Lincoln 
University Theological Seminary where he re- 
ceived the B. D. degree in 1954. He was or- 
dained by and affiliated with the’ Baptist 
Church before his connection with the Presby- 
terian denomination. 


Memphis, Tenn. -— Presbyterians in Mem- 
phis Presbytery last year contributed $1,633,752 
to all church causes, according to Dr. T. B. 
Roddy, presbytery stated clerk. This marked an 
all-time high in the presbytery. 


About 150 ministers and elders of the presby- 
tery’s 63 churches attended the one-day meeting 
at Norris Memorial Church in Memphis, Jan- 
uary 31. Dr. Roddy, pastor of Highland Heights 
Church, Memphis, said the total 1955 contribu- 
tion is $400,000 more than the contribution for 
the previous year. 


Of the total, $415,930 was for benevolences; 
$789,288 for current expenses; and $427,534 
was for “building programs now in progress.” 


Memphis Presbytery added 1,927 church mem- 
bers last year, making a total membership of 
16,535, said Dr. Roddy. 


The Rev. W. J. Boyd, pastor of First Church 
in Dyersburg, Tenn., and moderator of Mem- 
phis Presbytery, delivered the opening sermon. 
Dr. F. B. Gear of Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary, Decatur, Ga., and former pastor of Second 
Church, Memphis, conducted a Bible Hour. 


Austin, Texas — A new apartment unit to 
house married students at Austin Seminary has 
been approved at a meeting of the Development 
Committee of the Seminary Board of Trustees 
in Austin, January 6. 


Mr. L. R. Klein, of Dallas, chairman of the 
Committee, made the announcement. The new 
unit will be constructed north of the existing 
twin apartment units and the architectural 
phase of the structure will match the existing 
buildings, retaining the flat-roofed style, typical 
of Southwestern housing. 


Both one and two-bedroom apartments will 
be included in the plan. 
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Staunton, Va. — Dr. B. Frank Hall, pastor 
of Pearsall Memorial Church, Wilmington, 
N. C., led the week-long devotions of Religious 
Emphasis Week, February 7- 10, at Mary Bald- 
win College here. | 


Dr. Hall delivered four sermons during regu- 
lar morning chapel services, conducted personal 
interviews each afternoon, and led informal dis- 
cussion groups each evening. 


The Presbyterian Choir of 39 students, about 
half from the Assembly’s Training School and 
half from Union Theological Seminary, and 
directed by Dr. James R. Sydnor, Professor of 
Church Music at the General Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, made two tours in January which 
took them to churches in Kenbridge, Virginia, 
and in North Carolina to the First Presbyterian 
Churches in’ Roanoke Rapids, Burlington, 
Greensboro, and Lenoir. 


While music is the chief feature of the service 
given by this group the students take part by 
reading Scripture, leading in prayer, and one 
student from each school speaks briefly on ‘““Why 
I am Preparing for Christian Service.” 


In April the Presbyterian Choir will visit the 
First Presbyterian Church of Lexington, and of 
Lynchburg, Virginia, and plans are in progress 
for visits to other Virginia cities. 


American Bible Society 
Your Dollars Last Year — A Korean boy 


at his mother’s knee hears the Bible read in 
Hankul . . . a girl in a mission school in Guatemala 
hears God’s Word in Tzutujil . . . behind locked 
gates a family in China reads the Scriptures ...a 
blind boy reads in Braille . . .-a veteran in a hos- 
pital turns to the comfort of the Bible . . . a man 
in prison reads the Gospel and starts a new life 
in Christ. 


As a member of the Bible Society family vou 
helped send these Scriptures. Last year we fur- 
nished 15,391,171 copies in 207 languages—it was 
not enough—30,000,000 were needed! 


What Others Say About A.B.S.— 

General Matthew B. Ridgway—‘‘The American 
Bible Society is to be congratulated on the interest 
it takes in the spiritual well-being of the members 
of the Armed Forces—an interest which has un- 
interruptedly been manifested in peace and war for 
more than 135 years.” 

Dr. Frank C. Laubach — “The work of the 
American Bible Society in supplying Scriptures in 
literates is the world’s top investment in God’s 
sight.” 
General James A. Van Fleet—‘““The work of the 


American Bible Society in supplying Scriptures in 
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good today. 


Korea must continue. I urge every American to 
give generously to the American Bible Society.” 


Since 1816 the American Bible Society has been 
the official agency of American churches in trans- 
lating, publishing and distributing the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Representatives of more than 50 denomina- 
tions, reviewing the Society’s budget said: “We 
commend the Society for the efficiency and vision 
with which its work is carried out.” | 


Your Dollars Today— 

Your dollars can again be turned into Bibles. 
Testaments and Gospels which will be received 
with pathetic eagerness by spiritually hungry people 
everywhere. They wait for your gift. Please give 


TODAY. 


— BOOKS — 


Wixcs IN THE MANSE.” Betty Frist. 
Fleming H. Revell. $2.50. 


This is a delightful book, written by the wife 
of one of our own Southern Presbyterian min- 
isters, Dr. Chester Frist, pastor of the Govern- 
ment Street Presbyterian Church, Mobile, Ala- 
bama. 


Here we have humor, sanctified common- 
sense and deep spiritual perception, all combined 
to not only give delightful reading but also to 
give a wonderful testimony to the power of 
Christ and His Word in the home. 


The reviewer, because of a warm personal 
friendship with the author and her husband, 
was prepared to read the book with interest 
and appreciation. But this interest and appre- 
ciation turned to a warm glow in the heart and 
an occasional moistening of the eyes as a genu- 
ine witness for the living Christ emerged as 
the dominating impression from its pages. 


The chapter on the “Family Altar” is worth 
the price of the book. Too often today we read 
stories by those who have been reared in stricter 
times and who give the impression that while 
stern Christian convictions were good for the 
past, we have now outgrown them. Not so in 
this book. The things which were tried and 
found good in a past generation remain tried 
It is refreshing and heart 


warming. 


Drawings for the book are the work of the 
author’s talented and lovely daughter, Jane, and 
they add to the warm hominess of the book. 


We recommend it without reserve. In fact, 
we think every minister’s wife should have a 
copy and we also know of no better book to 
give Christians and non-Christians alike. It 
will help make one’s day brighter - and it will 
help draw its readers closer to the One Who 
is the Head of that particular home. —L.N.B. 
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